STATE CONTROL OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.
Someone lias said that the price of liberty is eternal vigilance, and there can be no doubt that unless the medical profession and those who represent it keep constantly on the watch, and are prepared to resist encroachment whenever any attempt is made to infringe on its liberty or restrain its freedom, we may soon find ourselves hampered in many unexpected directions in our efforts to do what is our first duty, viz., to cure our patients.
As Dr. Janeway, that this has actually been the law for about eight years, and has been simply adopted from the present regulations of the board of health into the charter of the Greater New York. He said he did not know just how it had come to be inserted, but he thought it was from failure on the part of some physician, some eight years ago, to report a case of typhus fever or cholera. The law might look more aggressive than it was, for he knew of no instance in which it had been abused or enforced.
To this Dr. Jacobi rightly retorted that if the law was a dead letter it had better be struck out, for if it should be inserted into the new charter it might become very dangerous.
It appeared from the remarks of other speakers that some of the extraordinary powers which it was proposed to give to the health board had really been already given them by law, and had been in operation for 30 years.
They had been tolerated only because the health department had been chary in their use, reserving their exercise for times of emergency. The committee did not recommend any change in the proposed charter, believing that the conservative influences which had prevailed in the past would continue, and that if at any time there should be any unwarranted exercise of such powers a re-action would take place which would bring about legislation which would again limit the powers of the health board.
We cannot, however, but see how dangerous is the power placed in the hands of a public body largely dependent for its popularity upon the fuss that it can make in time3 of panic and epidemic, and we think that the medical profession on this side of the water will be well advised to 
